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JJAVE yea* ever W 

** appaffira* eaoersencr? Ksve 
y*u,evtt stood in ■ safe piece 
♦»d watched Death strike* Or 
had Death ruSc you with i^ 
«CW breath? ^ 

For soma time, too* ^vy 

*!**r» have f#:kr. Bntsl now the 

barley— cevtriraj, mile* upon 
mdea of the Jew*— make* it ip _ 
gar to b» * ferraera parjKfist 
Not one miW. not tea. not fifty, 
but for over a hundred msje*. 
6 the both: dew straasphefe 
©I a summers day. you sec cctz- 
bag but beacriJul opera, bounded 
by the taafeter: oeep-rreen 

MAfe* Of hi'!*— h&j feat i*€TTl 

to hold the bfac smoke of a 
Bkifiaoa camp fires- 

Vow stroll throufh t*w bar. 
|«y. It n aU yours. Yea planted" 
it You intend to r*«p it Yog 

eh cf das bttk fortune, end 
eJl it will mean toyoa You may 
possibly set i ihcrt holiday 
borne w HxzUzxi — Entiiod that' 
yo-j haven't wen for many 
u arc buiJdmt tastier' 

There in the distance » that 
aif>; which for a fraction of a 
•jcond seems m ehj • heart 
You stand raoriorJess. la flsat 
faraway daar.ee, and ewer so 
far away on the horiton. you see 
* long, taint cloud, tor all the 
world like di«— «, cats, rasnt, 
unbroken line from left to srjht • 
perhaps fifty miles toot. 

• locust 
first see i! at a 

70 mile*. 



of 



u epCA**so'yery hot 
«M sou; there » a iereoodinc 
*f rtiaa a rrt in the pea t empty 



ta a short 



Ol Stsne the 




fcilhar into tax 




ttwt tfc 
hat spr**d 

there » 
the blurred 



Elh:-be«ava fo* advancine; rap- 
idly towards you— a l*bt-brown 
ft* thai obscures all that is be- 
hind it 

And yet the swarm b nwia 
•way. The ironical fact is lhar, 
unlike meet impendinr. dress. 
**r*,:t five* you asnpie warnisax 
of its coming;; in your utter 
helpleaaaeai to avert it, the tav 
tiraerien comes hours and hours 
beforehand, 

Taat ia the hardest Wow- 
that you should be so prepared 
.'or disaster, and jet be trobiai 

to avoid h. 

Mile by mile, minute by tnin- 
ute, the landscape 21 fjaduaJry 
blurred out rDU after MH tree- 
after rree, are hidden, and aJ! 
<h€ wruie the H% brown e^od 
mount* hiiber into the sky and 
spreads itself oyer half a wor Jd. 



Ar^d then a sound travels, 
stcaJs into the silence. It is like 
the sound of the sea heard from 
a distance inland It ia the c 
tant whirrinc and raarinf of biU 
l-.ons and bUiiooa of winp beat. 
in* the a 

Before you— aha rapidly »^ 

proachiaa; iwarm iharfea. shad- 
ows the U.-vdscape. 

1 Behind you— twnfct blue sky, 
•nd mile* of ^rr^i country, 
miles of riperune, crops and lua- 
ariant paaiure. 

It is the last you will aee of it 
foe a ytmr. 

The whirr becornes kwdar— 

you. roe wntrr becornes a roar, 
and ih*r^ with pluncirat sadden.' 
»*■*. ttie thick swarm is over 
the land, and the nahirr, whirr 
and roannt of the wsa*. » utc 
*»e gsgantx dynamo revolving 
*t temncapeeeL 

*** «JV hare to bete* to 
this for days— it depends upon 
the use of the swans: bin when 
»t doe* at** you f^ j^j ^^ 



hour mora of it would have 
driven you mad. Tha 
so dense (hit 
ataWe thirty yaros trorn . you 

are only juac discerrdbW. Occa- 
sionally tbay are quite hidden; 
even the brifhi 

and the rushing. 

is forever jTaaatng over the earth. 

The locusts settle everywhere 
in mi nions , and million* and 
billions of them continue 
to sertle farther 




They have been settlioc m 
mynads Eke this for a httssdrvd 
raUes or more, and yet es 
tocuaoi are left oyina; to 

the sun!. 

On the around, nochbw bur 

locusta, and so thidcJy do they 

pack that not s square inch of 

earth or areas is vtsible As you 

.waft Umuch-UssjB a narrow 

*< M or a tew second* 

your track, where tney have 
■own out oJ your way, and as 
»ey rise thscftdy before you the 
>***«©/ their wint* is like an 
electnc powtr-sution. 

And xnn the main body of 
i*y tt ft^cweeheod ia thick, 
^wg TTiit aea ^ one steady, con-. 
anooca Rraam, miles deep tnd 
miles broad— and all the time 
the incesaanr roar of rniil>ona of 
wrrrcs fannmi; the air. 

It ■ s wonderfd saeht. assebt - 
no one can ever f octet. 

Ift ten minutes your two thou- 
«od acres of jreen grase, you* 
'n^drtiU of acres 0/ waviac 
gain, are rased to the around 
N « P<* reen bUoe it vta»*c. 
"^ one creen leaf, not ■ flower 
not a stalk. AH cat*, raj* dow* 

^theicdbymillioaaiaa^^ 
Jvons of rsvtoous 



. biade 0/ „—. wrmj 
•*•** of traia ia attacked by a* 
JJJJV fecusa. as it win hoed 

"ry or a hundred locusts rus h 
Jto one KaJk; it bends with 

***■" *'*HBl, VaTaav! Uh 



I 

awarte it is ccenpirtely demoi. 
itbed. This b aa^s a uiug statd- 
tsneoueJy so mry k*Uc aad 

jreen blade on two »*^- 7Ttr »s 
■end 

i barpoaoiag to a freer. 
of parre traea, and tbeir' 
ere dsM^Mna« so rap- 
idly that you ere dizzy at the 
otr of that n 



MUTjUKT comics 
; writ* a kttef , end 
of locusts rash 



you 




in 
ye« abut your eyee, you sea 



thoc- Every foe*a*J it 
the because they are 

tfekh.flotfek- 

tiTMtS of the 

*bea b tha stable* 
io- and horse* 
&o. prance and tick 



a jwy 
several 



the 

an 

■here tha easti* 
•ham end 



Tbesb*oV 
er beds is tha Httia tows, the 
ftfdaai is. tha dooryarda. arc 
«astlnt«fc«wn the day niwi 
of thai v«; warm of ffying 
death. 

All tha pasture for eU the 
cows aad toata in tha neighbor- 
hood ia gome; down those ca«n 
aod the cows aad pia ara 
jtaadbg about in utter feer at 
the awful spectacle. 

A aaaon's wealth goes In hati 
a day. 

Such a swajm riice two 

to three da y ■ no t bocr*-**wo 
or tare* solid days to fly over! 

Two or throe days thb road- 
ceniag whirr aad roar — days 
of shade and sunless hours; lo- 

cuea aatJitag m myrisA ; locusts 
*r*t. flying— tffl their sight 
&«• oa the retsaa* of the eye. 
aad their roar settle* into tha 
druta of the ear. No matter what 
3«» do, wnara you go, where 
you look, there ts always tba 
whirr aad roar of the crey-browa 
Cyan* peat. Pick op i 
fly acroee the 



» the Jar -oft' dan 
■woe Kouee of Correction swat 
at them and rwear at them. 
They alter through tba bar* and 
•ettle on tha walls of the eeiU, 
■ad whirr and hum through the 
dank corridors. And men curse 
and scream and some of them 
Co mad ia the frccay of the 
terrible Eight 

Ia a factory near by the work- 
en 5|ht ocusts aad try to 

keep them out of their roaches, 
but the* «*• there. Some of 
theea ere a codeatalrj eaten, and 
aw became- akk and retch aad 
awaar aad rwat at them- 

And people driving th* high- 
roads ia cars bat at the pests 

aad toot at them aad drive 
through clouds of them that 
plaster against their wiadtfcields 
sad cause their txrc* to lose 
traction, aad their cars to s2ide 
aad xii? over tba smooth high* 
ways. Aad si ways there are ae». 
eral wrecks reported because of 
the slippery condition of the 
romtU. Police oa motorcyclea ara 
uaabte to ride 

- 

Doers squash oa the noisome 
ran slam down on 
thetn. making a squisby sound. 



Is the hocprtak tha poor sick 
tad injured all but sp h 



**** far tavJergrousd ia the 
coal miaes the rwara fiaoa m 
w«y. cSoggsag tha eaavsstor 
cabtaa, cauasog the puCeya fes> 
sfip 






ickad after a whiie sad lay 
their tools aad refuse to dag 
Baore coal because they ara 
crawbng with the fc^h.^^ 
create 



The miTte » ruined aad tha 
o^nnkmg water h ruined aad 
tha food is cootamiaatad far 
three- day* wbik tha 




That U why Iaay when thay 
A**« goae ? you feel that juat 
half mh hour more 0/ it would 
have driven you sjed Not a soul 
to talk to* not a white face to 
chew yon ; only thick, denee, fly- 
ing million* of locusts, day eiV 
ter day. day after day, aad *J- 
ways that nrsaaanC roeriag and 
Wiamag of 



h is the moat appalling- ex- 
perience yoo can ever go 
through. 
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